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Educational Background 

Undergraduate Education: Stanford University, Stanford, CA. 1984-1988. 

 B.S. in Biological Sciences (with departmental honors). 

Medical School: Mayo Medical School, Rochester, MN, 1989-1996. Combined MD/PhD program. 

Graduate School: Mayo Graduate School, Rochester, MN, 1991-1994.  

Ph.D. in Immunology.  Thesis: Influence of MHC Class I Recognition on Natural Killer Cell Activation. 

Thesis advisor: Paul J. Leibson, MD, PhD. 

Residency: Dept. of Internal Medicine, U. of Wisconsin- Madison, WI, 1996-1999. 

Fellowship:  

Dept. of Internal Medicine, Section of Hematology/BMT, University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics, 

Madison, WI. 1999-2002. 

Post-Doctoral Research:  

Hematopoietic and endothelial cell development from embryonic stem cells. U. of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Advisors: James Thomson, VMD, PhD, and Robert Auerbach, PhD. 1999-2002. 

Professional Experience 

2020 - Vice Chief, Division of Regenerative Medicine, University of California- San Diego 
2016 - Director of Cell Therapy Program, University of California- San Diego. 
2016 - Professor, Dept. of Medicine, Division of Regenerative Medicine, University of California- San Diego. 
2016 - Scientific and Medical Director, University of California-San Diego Advanced Cell Therapy 

Laboratory. 
2002-2016 Asst., Assoc., then Professor of Medicine, Division of Hematology, Oncology, and 

Transplantation. University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN. 
2011- 2016 Co-director, Center of Cellular Therapy and Regenerative Medicine, Brno, Czech Republic. 

Other Experience and Professional Memberships 

Professional Society Memberships: 

American Society of Hematology (ASH), 2000-present. 

American Society for Blood and Marrow Transplantation (ASBMT), 2001-present. 

International Society for Experimental Hematology (ISEH), 2001-present. 

International Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR), 2003- present. 

American Society for Clinical Investigation (ASCI), 2009- present. 

American Association for Cancer Research (AACR), 2017- present. 

Society for Natural Immunity (SNI), 2019-present. 

Professional Activities: 

Member, Scientific Committee on Stem Cells. American Society for Cell and Gene Therapy (ASGCT). 2022-

present. 

Vice Chair then Chair American Society of Hematology (ASH) Scientific Committee on Stem Cells and 

Regenerative Medicine. 2017-2018. 

NIH Study Section on Cellular Mechanisms of Aging and Development (CMAD), Regular member. 2013-2017 

International Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR) Membership Committee. 2013-2022. 

International Society for Stem Cell Research(ISSCR) Committee on Stem Cell Standards. 2008-2011 
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