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Educational Background 

Dr. Nierkens is a distinguished researcher in the field of Hematopoietic Cell Transplantation 
(HCT) who obtained his PhD from Utrecht University in the Netherlands. Recognized for his 
expertise in tumor immunology, he was awarded a Fellowship by the Dutch Cancer Society 
and pursued postdoctoral research at both the Radboud Academic Medical Center in 
Nijmegen, the Netherlands, and the La Jolla Institute for Immunology in San Diego, California, 
USA. 
Complementing his academic achievements, Dr. Nierkens underwent specialized training at 
the University Medical Center Utrecht, where he became a Laboratory Specialist in Medical 
Immunology in accordance with the guidelines established by the College of Medical 
Immunologists of the Dutch Society of Immunology. Presently, Dr. Nierkens is associated 
professor and leads a research team on HCT and Immune Therapy and has a pivotal role 
within an ISO15189-accredited laboratory, where he focuses on key areas such as Hemato-
oncology, Immune Monitoring, and Cell and Functional diagnostics. His unwavering 
dedication to the field of medical immunology and his comprehensive skill set in translational 
immunology make him an invaluable asset to the scientific community. 

 

Professional Experience 

Dr. Nierkens is Associate Professor and Group Leader specializing in Hematopoietic Cell 
Transplantation and Immune Therapy at the Princes Máxima Center for Pediatric Oncology 
and the Center for Translational Immunology, located within the UMC Utrecht in the 
Netherlands. In his role, Dr. Nierkens has been entrusted with the responsibility of fostering 
collaborative projects on Tumor Immunology between these two renowned centers of 
expertise. 
At the forefront of his research efforts, Dr. Nierkens and his laboratory strive to enhance the 
safety and efficacy of cell transplantation procedures by developing innovative strategies 
that promote optimal immune reconstitution while mitigating immune dysregulation 
following hematopoietic cell transplantation (HCT). Furthermore, he dedicates himself to 
pioneering novel immunotherapy treatments specifically tailored for pediatric cancer 
patients. He established a sophisticated platform for advanced immune monitoring, closely 
integrated with Pharmacokinetic and Pharmacodynamic modeling, aimed at predicting and 
enhancing immune reconstitution post anti-tumor therapy. 
As a Medical Immunologist, Dr. Nierkens has earned recognition for his ability to translate 
research findings into tangible advancements in clinical patient care.  

 

Other Experience and Professional Memberships 

Dr. Nierkens is board member of the Dutch Society of Immunology (NVVI), core member of 
the EuroFlow consortium, Board member of Dutch Foundation for Quality Assessment in 
Medical Laboratories (SKML) section Immunological and Molecular Cell diagnostics (IMCD); 



 

 

Board member of Dutch Society for Cytometry (NVC), section Immune monitoring and 
broncho-alveolar lavage; and member of the trans-Atlantic consortium on Immune 
Reconstituion and microbiome in allo-HCT recipients (with MSKCC, Stanford, Harvard, 
Bambino Gesù Hospital (OPBG-Rome)). 
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